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GENERAL CONTRACTORS OPERATE AT FULL THROTTLE
After a prosperous 2016, the outlook for builders in 2017 stays healthy despite labor issues.
By Kristin Hiller

M

idwest-based
contractors
recorded a solid year of
business in 2016. Development activity increased across all
property sectors, but particularly in
industrial.
Many contractors expect the momentum to continue in 2017, and
some even project higher revenues
for the year ahead. As for challenges,
contractors continue to combat rising
construction costs and the shortage
of qualified labor.
Nationally, construction employment reached an eight-year high in
2016 as firms added 19,000 jobs in
November, according to The Associated General Contractors of America

(AGC). But a decrease in public sector
investment in construction projects
limited employment among heavy
and civil engineering construction
companies.
Revenues and employment numbers are expected to remain steady in
2017, but the year also brings about
several uncertainties due to yet-tobe-determined policy changes from a
new presidential administration.
Industry experts anticipate that
2017 will largely be a transitional
year, with any policy changes affecting construction not likely to fall into
place until 2018.
see CONTRACTORS page 20
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Respondents
foresee ample growth aided by a new White House administration, less regulation.
Busy with build-to-suits
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